
















YiFanFund.com















































The Yi Fan Fund


In December 2009 the Yi Fan Fund was established by the United Foundation for Children Health, a not-for-profit organization recognized as tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3). 100% of the donations gathered for the Yi Fan Fund will go directly toward providing health care for Yi Fan. Thanks to the archive team, including Bill Patterson and Margie Wills for gathering the information and migrating the content to the new cms. Also many thanks to the support received from the team at LocalSearchSummit.com for help addressing the confusion caused by Google when their search results started associating the fund's efforts with a Chinese extortion gang with the same name. At the top of Google's page one search results for Yifan Fund were several articles referencing the gang's activities and the government's efforts to capture them. This type of mistaken association via Google's search results is something that apparently happens quite regularly, and could very well have hindered the fund raising efforts. Although fund raising has ceased the site continues to provide a model for others attempting to help similarly afflicted children. This was its website created to bring awareness and raise money for Yi Fan.





Yi Fan is 5 years old and she is dying

She has pulmonary hypertension

She loves poetry, her bunny and her Mom and Dad

Her dreams include walking in the park, roller skating and

someday going to school.



We need your help to make this dream come true... 


Her Story


 Compared to most children, four-year-old Yi Fan’s Christmas wish isn’t much. All she wants is a chance to learn how to roller skate, go to school, and make some friends. Born with severe lung disease, she’s never been able to live a normal life, going in and out of hospitals, for painful treatments, and never being able to go far from her supply of oxygen. But despite her pain and frustrations, Yi Fan has never given up on life and brings her parents nothing but joy. Now they are desperate for help to save her life.


Yi Fan, who turns five this Christmas, may not see her 6th birthday unless her parents, Jack Pan and Ping Zhou, can raise $300, 000 - $500,000 to send their little girl to see some of the best specialists in the world. Refusing to give up on their only child, Jack and Ping have already sold their home to fund Yi Fan’s medical costs. Now, time is running out and they are willing to do anything to give their daughter a chance of life.


Her Beijing-based international doctor, Steven Alexander, believes that if he can get her to one of the top children's hospitals the United States, they may be able to help her. The doctors there use new medical technologies and have experience with cases like Yi Fan’s, experience which is nearly impossible to find elsewhere. “They’ve exhausted all the diagnostic and therapeutic means here in China,” said Dr Alexander, a specialist in intensive care medicine trained at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. “She will most certainly die in the next 12 to 18 months without a more extensive evaluation. Her actual diagnosis will become a mute point and her only therapy may be a pediatric lung transplant. To my knowledge, such a procedure has not yet been successfully carried out in China.”


 Over the last 5 years, the United States has performed the most pediatric lung transplants in the world and, once on the list, a patient usually receives a transplant within 60 days. For these reasons, Yi Fan’s parents believe this is the best place to send their child. “All Yi Fan wants is a chance to wear beautiful roller skates, to dance and to go out to school like all the other children,” said her 31-year –old mother Ping. “Every time we go to the hospital for injections, we encourage her to be brave and she is such a strong girl, she always is. When she hears the other children crying, she doesn’t join in. She stays brave and says to herself: ‘I am the best’”.


Her father, also 31, says that although his little girl has never been able to attend playgroups or pre-school because of her health, she works hard to learn things at home. “At three years old, she had already memorized a lot of Chinese ancient poetry,” he said. “With God’s help, we pray that one day she will be able to go to school every morning, just like all the other children.”


 Her parents moved to Beijing 10 years ago from Guizhou and Heilongjiang provinces to look for work. But after Yi Fan’s lung problems became clear, Ping had to give up her promising career in graphic design. “On the second day she came into this world, she was sent to the intensive care unit of the hospital,” said Jack. “After 15 days of treatment, we went home with the hope of beginning a wonderful new life. But just one year and two months later, she had to go to hospital again with pneumonia and things went from bad to worse. After 18 days of treatment, the hospital gave up on her and told us there was nothing they could do. When she came home, her voice was so hoarse; we could only see her mouth crying but couldn’t hear the slightest sound.”


Selling their home, the Pan’s managed to raise enough money to buy an oxygen machine to help Yi Fan’s depleted lungs supply her body with enough oxygen. Their daughter never gave up and struggled on, eventually learning to walk at the age of three. But as she grew and her body made more demands of her lungs, her condition deteriorated and without the oxygen mask, she could not breathe, let alone walk. Since then, she has not been able to be more than 3 meters from the oxygen machine. Her whole life revolves around books and television. Her friends come from cartoons.


Dr Alexander has already been able to improve Yi Fan’s quality of life with new drugs but he believes that if he can get her to the experienced specialists in the United States they can do so much more. If Yi Fan does need a lung transplant, statistics show that 50% of children survive to 5 years with 25 % surviving to 15 years or beyond. “I’ve seen thousands of very sick children during my career,” he said. “But there is just something about this little girl which moves me. Her father told me that when Yi Fan saw the crying children in the Sichuan earthquake last year, Yi Fan told her father to send her own savings to help. I just thought; What amazing love from one so small.” The United Foundation for Children’s Health, a nonprofit organization which helps to provide health care to children with special medical needs, has set up this fund to collect donations for Yi Fan.


***


Our Goals


As of December 2009, YI Fan does not have a definitive diagnosis. We do know, based on her current studies, that she has chronic interstitial disease and pulmonary hypertension. Over time, this will compromise the function of the heart and eventually cause death. YI Fan needs to be evaluated by an experienced pediatric pulmonary team at a hospital in the United States. She will need to undergo extensive testing, likely including a lung biopsy, and will possibly require a lung transplant. The estimated cost of this care is 300,000-500,000 US dollars. Our goal is to reach out to caring people and collect the necessary funding by Febuary 2010. With your help, we can save a beautiful life and make this sweet girl's simple dreams come true!


The Yi Fan Fund has been established by the United Foundation for Children Health, a not-for-profit organization recognized as tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3). 100% of the donations gathered for the Yi Fan Fund will go directly toward providing health care for Yi Fan. Please note that PayPal charges a fee of approximately 2% when collecting donations for charities. Although we will gladly accept donations made through PayPal, checks are preferred so that every cent can go towards Yi Fan's care. If, for any unforeseen circumstance the funds gathered for Yi Fan are not utilized, any remaining funds would be transferred to the United Foundation for Children Health general fund to provide health care for other children with special medical needs.


 


***


UPDATE


On January 18, 2012  Yi Fan died due to organ failure. Yi Fan parents agreed to donate her heart to a needy patient.
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